USFS/FWS AKEVT Mapping Project
from Michael Fleming, Images Unlimited

This is an announcement regarding a USFS and FWS sponsored project to create an
Alaska Existing Vegetation Type (AKEVT) map for much of the state. The only areas not being
mapped are the North Slope and the Aleutian Islands (poor Aleutians). The AKEVT layer being
mapped is the dominate vegetation specie(s) present circa 2000 (+ or - 1 yr). A spreadsheet of
the working legend is available on request (currently 74 classes). Mapping is based on
multi-date Landsat 7 ETM+ data as “strips” of scene(s), at 30m resolution. No canopy cover or
height information is being mapped, only dominate specie(s). Although a vegetation height
class is often known for many species. The main applications for this project include the USFS
National Insect and Disease Risk Map (NIDRM), and as a baseline vegetation map for many
applications in the Western LCC area.

There are a number of items to update you on, including:

1. Most importantly, a last call for field data or GPS’d photographs (sorry about
duplication with LF). Field data is needed anywhere in the state, except the NS and Aleutians.
Any data collected, or corrected, in the last two or three years that [ haven’t already received.
Especially looking for any new field data in the Western LCC area.

2. Planning to schedule a 1-2 hr. seminar to discuss this project with anyone interested.
Was hoping to schedule it between Thanksgiving and Christmas, but may have to wait until early
January. But it depends on interest, particularly in item #3.

3. Anyone interested in reviewing the draft strips as they become available, please
contact me. The first batch of strips available are for the NE interior and west towards
Koyukuk. A web site is being setup on GINA to post strips for review purposes only. This is
an opportunity to insure a good quality product is developed for your area of interest.

4. Putting together an email list of people interested in this project. Please contact me
if you want to be appraised of any updates. Feel free to forward this announcement to anyone
you think would be interested in this project and it’s product.
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